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ISCRR RESEARCH FORUM:  
Does Injury Compensation Cause Harm? 

 
SPEAKER PROFILES 
 
Psychologists, Case Managers and Family 
Prof Alex Collie, ISCRR 

Alex is the Chief Executive Officer of ISCRR. He has held research leadership roles in academia, 
government and industry for the past 15 years. From 2010 to September 2013 he was ISCRR’s  
Chief Research Officer. Prior to joining ISCRR, he spent four years as Executive Director of the 
Victorian Neurotrauma Initiative, a state government brain and spinal cord injury research fund  
and a subsidiary of the Transport Accident Commission (TAC). For 6 years he was a senior 
scientist with CogState Ltd, an ASX listed cognitive assessment company, including two years 
establishing its European operations. Alex is Adjunct Professor (Research) in the Department  
of Epidemiology and Preventive Medicine at Monash. He has a PhD in psychology and has 
published over 100 journal articles, reviews and technical reports. 
 
 
Impact of compensation on the injured person 
Dr Ian Harris, University of New South Wales 
Ian Harris is professor of orthopaedic surgery at UNSW and is based in Liverpool, Sydney.  

He is an orthopaedic surgeon with an interest in trauma, and an academic with an interest in 
surgical outcomes, evidence based medicine and compensation. 
 
 
Using registry data and patient perception studies to better understand the impact of  
compensation on patients’ lives 
Prof Belinda Gabbe, Monash University 

Belinda Gabbe is the Head of the Pre-Hospital, Emergency and Trauma Research Unit in the 
Department of Epidemiology and Preventive Medicine. She is an injury epidemiologist with a  
clinical background in physiotherapy.  Belinda is a Chief Investigator of the Victorian State  
Trauma Registry, Victorian Orthopaedic Trauma Outcomes Registry, and the Burns Registry of 
Australia and New Zealand. Her research focuses on the evaluation of trauma systems, trauma 
system improvements and measuring the burden of injury.  A particular research focus is 
quantifying the outcomes of non-fatal injury and improving measurement of non-fatal  
injury burden. 
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Injury, compensation and perceptions of injustice: A pain that deserves more 
attention 
Dr Melita Giummarra, Monash University 

Dr Giummarra is a NHMRC research fellow in the School of Psychological Sciences and Monash  
Institute of Cognitive and Clinical Neurosciences, Monash University, and at Caulfield Pain  
Management & Research Centre, Caulfield Hospital. Dr Giummarra is leading a program of research 
on pain following injury, chronic pain, and the social context of pain and suffering. Since 2013 she 
has worked in close partnership with the Transport Accident Commission in an Australian Research 
Council linkage project that is investigating the role of compensation system experience in chronic pain and functional 
outcomes. She works closely with several clinical service providers and policy makers in health. Now, at only 4-years 
since completing her PhD, Dr Giummarra has 35 peer reviewed papers and two book chapters on pain, suffering, 
empathy and body perception and is a nationally and internationally recognised expert in this field. 
 
Impact of compensation on the injured person: Reverse Causality 
Prof Luke Connelly, University of Queensland  
Luke Connelly is Professor of Health Economics at The University of Queensland and holds 
appointments in the Faculty of Health Sciences (School of Medicine) and the Faculty of Business, 
Economics and Law (School of Economics).  He is the Director of the Australian Centre for Economic 
Research on Health at The University of Queensland (ACERH UQ) and is an Associate Director of 
Centre of National Research on Disability and Rehabilitation Medicine (CONROD). His primary 
academic interests are in health care financing, health insurance, and the operation of health sector 
markets.  He is also interested in the economics of injury, especially with respect to injury and 
disability insurance and compensation (e.g., workers’ compensation and personal injury) schemes. 
 
Compensable injury and General Practice 
Prof Danielle Mazza, Monash University 
Professor Danielle Mazza is the Head of the Department of General Practice at Monash 
University. Her major interest is in translational research, with a particular focus on improving 
the quality of care delivered in general practice through closing evidence practice gaps, 
guideline development and implementation. 
 
Presenting with Professor Mazza: 

Dr Bianca Brijnath, Monash University  
Dr Brijnath is a National Health and Medical Research Council Early Career Public Health Fellow 
in the Department of General Practice at Monash University. Her interests are in mental health 
and primary care and her disciplinary training is in medical anthropology, public health and 
primary health care. Since completing her PhD in 2010, Bianca has been involved in a number 
of mixed methods studies examining the GP-compensation injury nexus with a specific focus 
on mental health and return to work. 
 

http://www.som.uq.edu.au/conrod.aspx
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Where is the fair go in compensation systems? 
Dr Nieke Elbers, University of Sydney 
Dr. Nieke Elbers is a neuropsychologist from The Netherlands. Since 2013, she is working as a post-
doctoral researcher at the John Walsh Centre for Rehabilitation and Recovery Research, University of 
Sydney. She conducted her PhD at the Faculty of law of the VU University in Amsterdam, The 
Netherlands. Victim Support The Netherlands and the Dutch Ministry of Justice awarded her PhD thesis 
with the Victimology and Victim’s Rights Award. She received a personal grant from the Netherlands 
to conduct post-doctoral research at the University of Sydney and received funding from the Canadian 
Institute of Health Research to do a post-doctoral traineeship in the field of work disability prevention 
at The University of Toronto. Her research interests involve the negative effect of the compensation  
process on the injured claimants’ health. Her postdoc research involved, among others, a cross-jurisdictional study to 
compare the impact of different compensation systems on recovery. 
 
 
Information, advice and advocacy in compensation systems 
Dr Genevieve Grant, Monash University 
Injury is responsible for a significant global health burden. Dr Genevieve Grant investigates the  
way law and legal systems respond to the problem of injury, particularly through compensation. 
Genevieve has a PhD in public health and law from The University of Melbourne. Before 
joining Monash, Genevieve worked as a Research Fellow in the Melbourne School of Population 
and Global Health, and as a Senior Fellow in the Melbourne Law School. Genevieve's research 
uses socio-legal and empirical methods and her work experiences include practice as a personal 
injury lawyer, and roles in court administration and legal policy development in government. 
 
 
Systems complexity 
Dr Jason Thompson, ISCRR 
Jason is the Research Lead – Safe & Healthy Workplaces at ISCRR where he works to develop 
applied research projects of relevance and significance to both WorkSafe and the Transport 
Accident Commission. Prior to joining ISCRR, Jason was located at the Monash Injury Research 
Institute and MUARC where his work focused on statistical and computational modelling of 
complex safety systems and variables associated with delayed recovery among people injured in 
road trauma and other populations. Jason’s PhD thesis focused on the role of accident 
circumstance and demographic factors in determining outcomes among people injured in motor 
vehicle accidents. Prior to joining MIRI, Jason worked within the Client Research and Business Intelligence 
divisions of the Victorian Transport Accident Commission. Jason is a registered psychologist and member of the 
Australasian Health and Behavioural Medicine Association, Australian Economics Society, Australasian College of 
Road Safety, and Rehabilitation Psychology Division of the American Psychological Association. 
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Changing claims handling procedures and other interventions 
Prof Ian Cameron, University of Sydney 
Ian Cameron is a Rehabilitation Medicine Physician and has the Chair in Rehabilitation Medicine,  
Sydney Medical School, at the University of Sydney. He is a clinician researcher and holds a National 
Health and Medical Research Council Practitioner Fellowship. Ian heads the John Walsh Centre for 
Rehabilitation Research at the Kolling Institute at Sydney Medical School Northern, University of 
Sydney. This Unit focuses on injury-related disability and rehabilitation. It conducts clinical, 
epidemiological and implementation research. It has interdisciplinary staffing and also provides 
educational programs. Ian is Associate Editor of the Journal of Rehabilitation Medicine and Section 
Editor of BMC Geriatrics  
and has a number of educational roles in the Faculty of Rehabilitation Medicine (Royal Australasian College of 
Physicians) and the University of Sydney Medical Program. Ian provides expert advice to Australian and State 
Governments, other semi-government organisations including the NSW State Insurance Regulatory Agency and the NSW 
icare Lifetime Care and WorkCover, Area Health Services and other organisations. This advice relates to injury 
management, rehabilitation programs, and health services for older people and people with disabilities. 
 
 
Online provider education: the early intervention physiotherapy framework 
Dr Ross Iles, Monash University 
Dr Ross Iles is a senior lecturer in the Department of Physiotherapy at Monash University. His research 
interests include the prognosis of acute low back pain, with a particular interest in preventing the 
progression to chronic pain. His research to date has focused on the role of recovery expectations in 
the prediction of poor outcome, and the role that health coaching may play in speeding return to 
usual activities. His completion of a postgraduate diploma in Work Disability Prevention at the 
University of Sherbrooke in Canada has led to a keen research interest in occupational health and how 
unnecessary work disability may be prevented. On top of his research commitments, Dr Iles has been 
involved in undergraduate physiotherapy teaching for the past seven years. He is part of the team 
that developed the Early Intervention Physiotherapy Framework in conjunction with ISCRR. 
  


